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The Domestic Dog

• The dog is one of the most successful of all 
domesticated animals. 

• The dog is able to survive in extremes of 
environments and temperatures from -50 to + 50 
degrees.

• Free-range dogs to make up about 75-85% of the 
global dog population.

• Estimated to be 900 million dogs in the world.

• Over 340 breeds recognised by the World Canine 
Organisation.
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We Must Always Remember the Dog’s Senses 
from a Catching Point of View!
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Canine Communication

• Dogs have a complex visual communication system.

• Dogs use their communication system to help resolve and diffuse conflict. 

• When they offer these signals, it's in response to something that we or another 
dog are communicating. 

• In most cases, the dog is feeling anxious, stressed or defensive and will offer a 
multitude of signals in the hope that the aggressor/threat will respond 
accordingly (back down or also work to resolve the conflict).

• Aggression, in most cases, is the last choice the dog will chose to make.
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Tooth Display
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In the right circumstances 
ANY DOG CAN BITE!!

It is the catcher’s job to minimise that risk by 
lowering the fear threshold in every individual 

dog. 
6



Learning Is Everything

• If an dog has learnt to use aggression and it has worked in the past 
it is then remembered by the individual. 

• The dog gains choice and control. 

• This feels good for the dog!

A dog catcher must minimise the risk by ensuring safety and 
successful set ups are maximized. 
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Poor set ups increase risk and unwanted 
learning from the dog. 
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Chained dogs often appear aggressive. This 
comes predominantly from fear and frustration 

as the escape option is removed.
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HUMANE CATCHING AND HANDLING
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OIE Guidelines

• Adopted by the World 
Organisation for Animal 
Health in 2009.

• Requests all member 
states to use only 
humane methods. 

Removal and handling of 

dogs:

• Capture should be 

achieved with the 

minimum force required  

and equipment should be 

used that supports 

humane handling.  

• (Article 7.7.6 Part 4)
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Professional Reasons For Humane Handling

• Safer for catcher

• Reduces stress in both 
animal and catcher

• Minimises animal & 
human injuries
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What is an “Expert” Catcher? 

• An expert catcher is one who carries out the basics to an 
extremely high degree. 

• The basics:
– Understand and support your team.

– Understand the basics of dog behaviour and communication.

– Create a successful capture minimising risk to both the dog and the 
human.

– Excellent communication skills with team members.

– A great sense of humour!
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The Art of Capture

• Remember HOW you do it is as important as WHAT you do.  

• Be non-threatening and calm when approaching a dog. 

• Don’t focus on catching the dog when you approach them, If you 
do, your body language will be tense, and you will look like a 
threat.  

• Be relaxed and try to hide your intentions.   
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Stress

• From the dogs perspective being caught is always 
stressful.

• What we aim to achieve is to minimise stress as much 
as possible.
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Flight Distance

• Approach dog slowly, lowering your 
body profile.

• Avoid direct eye contact.

• Keep equipment at your side or behind 
your back.

• Minimise talking, hand signals.

• Do not forget food!
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Slow is Smooth, Smooth is Fast
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Use the Environment to Your Advantage
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Basics - Catching

• Different types of dog require different 
techniques

• Feral or un-socialised dogs do not respond 
well on leads; poles or snares, they can injure 
themselves and you!!
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Basics – Lifting, Carrying

• When lifting, a dog should 
always be supported at both 
ends. 

• Larger dogs will require two, or 
more people to lift

• Muzzle the dog if you are 
concerned with safety. Do not 
take chances. 
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Habituation

• Habituation can be described as 
the process whereby an animal 
becomes accustomed to non-
threatening environmental 
stimuli and learns to ignore them.
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Habituating Dogs To Your Presence

• Establish a feeding regime.

• Over time the dog learns that you are not a threat.

• Patience is the key. 
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Habituating Dogs To Equipment

• Gradually expose dogs to items 
of equipment.

• Dog learns to ignore them.
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Habituating Dogs To Equipment

• Continue to expose 
dogs to various 
types of equipment 
you may use e.g. 
leashes, snares, 
catchpoles, nets 
etc. 
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Habituating Dogs To Equipment 

Increase the exposure, e.g.  
feeding dogs on or near 
equipment you may use.

The dog by now is 
virtually caught!!
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Problematic Approach

• Catching equipment highly 
visible.

• Too much equipment being 
carried.

• Too direct in approach.

• Dog’s already feel threatened 
with this approach.
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Catching Equipment
• Well-socialised dogs can be caught on a simple slip leash. 

• There is a whole range of equipment in between.

• Un-socialised (feral) dogs may need specialist equipment e.g. 
traps etc.

• All equipment can cause harm if used incorrectly. 

• Minimum, Medium Force
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Hand Catch - Minimum Force
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Hand Catch
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Gauntlets
• May help with hand catch to protect the catcher.

• Can restrict hand movement so will require to be worn in.

• Can be helpful in removing dogs from areas. 

• Use he correct gloves (rabies gloves)

• There are limitations!! 
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“Vulcan” Traps

• Traps are one of the most effective and humane methods for 
capturing dogs.

• They can be used actively by enticing a dog into the trap with food, or 
passively by baiting the trap and leaving it in a safe place while animal 
handlers are catching elsewhere.  

• They can also be used for transporting animals.
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Traps – Minimum force

• Humane method.

• Self activating or manual.

• Ideal for shy, avoidant animals.
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• Be aware as they are Non-
selective, need to be checked 
often.

• Best method for cats.



Traps - Minimum Force

• Some long bodied dogs can over 
reach the bait by reaching 
across the trap plate, without 
stepping on it.

• Sometimes making the bait  
more difficult to access,  
container tied to rear of cage  
with food inside can help with 
this.

• Kongs!!   
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Traps

• Check the traps at least twice a day and list where every trap is located, 
when it was last checked and any activity observed.  

• Activity could mean “trap empty, bait taken” or “trap access door 
closed”.  If the trap is empty and bait has been taken, ensure the trap is 
stable and check sensitivity of the trigger mechanism.

• For dogs which are very difficult to catch consider wiring the trap open 
for several days, however you must ensure the trap is regularly checked 
so no dog is accidentally caught.  

• Once you know that the bait is being regularly taken then remove the 
wire to re-engage the trapping mechanism. 
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Puppy Catch Bag - Minimum Force
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Pole/Hoop nets – Minimum/Medium 
force

• Useful for small/medium 
sized dogs, not advisable for 
cats

• Animals caught in bag tend 
to become more calm, less 
stressed
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Drive/Blocking Nets
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Snares – Medium force

• Not suitable for long term restraint of aggressive dogs

• Used for static dogs.

• Made from a range of materials.

• Varying lengths.
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Catchpoles - Medium Force

• Can be used for full restraint on animals.

• Not useful for “catching” free running 
animals.

• Used in confined areas for catching and 

temporary restraint.

• Feral/un-socialised dogs  can react 
violently to a catchpole.

• Used to restrain and hold, not used to 
move the dog from one area to another.  

• Uncovered wire loops should not be 
used for capture (OIE).
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Y poles - Medium Force
• Can be used for restraint on some 

dogs, not short necked or 
brachycephalic.

• Not useful for “catching” free 
running animals.

• Used in confined areas for catching 

and temporary restraint.

• Feral/un-socialised dogs  can react 
violently and the use of this may 
increase reactivity..

• Used to restrain and hold in one 
position.
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Slip leads – Medium force

• Used for “friendlier” dogs, (lure/reward 
catching).

• Possible to “lasso”. 

• Used in confined areas for catching and 
temporary restraint.

• Can be used as a quick, temporary muzzle to 
prevent biting.

• Do not drag the dog by a slip lead, use as 
“quick” restraint only. 
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Snare Catch and Transfer to Pole
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Problem Solving Through Teamwork
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Chemical Capture – Last resort

• Should be used as a last resort.

• Anaesthesia of animals in poor conditions.

• Blow pipe most acceptable for dogs.

• Never use for cats.
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Chemical Capture

When considering chemical capture an in depth assessment must 
be undertaken and all other options must be discussed.

• Chemical capture is a last resort, not a first or second choice. 

• In most cases there is always another option.

• Chemical capture creates considerable risk to the dog such as dog running off 
being lost, potential for injury (RTA) and increased danger to public.

• Should only be considered in an area which is secure or has been secured, using 
nets and barriers.

• Best practice – used by a veterinarian. 
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In Summary

• Be aware of the consequences of your actions.

• Any irrelevant sign/signal/action for the dog can become 
linked to your presence.

• Always pre-plan and assess the environment. 

• Allow the dogs to get used to your presence. 

• Remember the basics. 
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THANK YOU
puppytopro@btinternet.com

alasdair.bunyan@bravehound.co.uk
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